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Strath Haven High School ~ HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 

Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, September 13, 2011  

 

 

Welcome:  

Sara McCullough, HSA President welcomed parents and Dr. Yannacone for the first meeting of 

the 2012-13 year. 

Principal’s Report, MaryJo Yannacone:   

“State of the High School” 

Dr. Yannacone welcomed parents and stated that she was pleased to announce that SHHS has 

returned to the Newsweek Magazine list of the top 500 US high schools.  Her presentation 

(please see attached power point presentation for more details) included information in the 

following areas: 

 Staff / Facility / Technology Updates 

 Data Sharing 

 School Goals 

 

Staff / Facility / Technology / Curriculum Updates 

 

Faculty and Staff:  Dr. Yannacone reported that eight new teachers in the areas of math, science, 

foreign language, special education and hearing support have been hired in addition to a 

guidance counselor. A psychologist and six faculty members in the subjects of English, math, 

science, health and physical education, and reading, all of whom were on leaves of absence, have 

returned. 

 

Facilities: Carpeting the school has been completed.  The tennis courts have been resurfaced 

which means that there can be no more stick ball on the courts due to both the cost and that a 

student suffered a skull fracture last spring.  The reading room has been improved; it’s more 

comfortable.  Room #319 also has been designed for in-class support.  A new cleaning crew has 

been hired and negotiations establishing school needs and priorities are being addressed. 

 

Technology: Desktop and laptop computers, iPads, and tablets have been purchased, along with 

SMART boards which have been installed in order to ensure optimal internet access, especially 

in math and science.  The regular lease for computers has been refreshed.  Two new network 

switches that cover the third and fourth floors have enabled faster internet access.  Eight 

projectors have been ceiling mounted in the modular rooms.  Dr. Yannacone noted that the 

modular units are probably going to remain on the campus for an indefinite period of time, so it 

was decided to install the same equipment as the other classrooms. 

 

Over the summer, a new phone switch was installed.  It was noted that it is necessary for SHHS 

to be able to add additional phones and upgraded wireless access points for possible BYOD 

(bring your own devices), which Dr. Yannacone stated she anticipates happening in the next 

couple of years. 
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Curriculum Update:  As of the beginning of September 2012, there were 1175 students enrolled 

and it was noted that this is the first time in her tenure that the total has as gone below 1200.  Dr. 

Yannacone expects the census to remain around 1200 for the next several years, with an increase 

of numbers in the middle school. 

 

Data Sharing 

 

Attendance:  Dr. Yannacone said that attendance in the high school is above the national mean, 

averages between 97-98% and was never below 95 per cent.  She emphasized the importance of 

students using the official absentee form and that there is a new policy from the PA Department 

of Education to go in effect this year, stating that notes must be submitted within three days of 

the absence for it to be excused.  It is being emphasized to students that an absence will be 

considered ‘unexcused’ if a note is not received in three days. 

 

National Merit and Test Results: Information was shared and reviewed regarding percentages of 

students enrolled in honors courses; advanced placement courses; National Merit students; AP 

Scores and future goals; ACT scores; and PSSA reading and math performance.  The National 

Merit rate for the school is very good and there has been a strong performance in the current 

2013 (senior) class. 

 

Dr. Yannacone also explained that during the 2012-13 academic year, the PSSA exams will be 

replaced by the Keystone exams.  Effort is being put forth to be prepared for the transition, the 

PA Department of Education has provided very little information about this transition.  She 

stated that she expects Keystone exams to be administered in January and is likely to have the 

greatest impact on the current 11
th

 grade class.  A parent information session will be offered; 

once more information about the exams has been released.  She also emphasized that she 

believes the new exams will be fair and accurate. 

 

Daily Safety: Procedures for ensuring optimal safety for all students was shared.  Dr. Yannacone 

reviewed the codes (Blue is loss of consciousness and Red is for intruder) and procedures if an 

unexpected event were to occur.  She stated that the faculty and staff have been well trained to 

ensure a safe and comfortable school environment and to be prepared for any emergency.  She 

asked that parents reinforce to their children, the importance of compliance to safety precautions. 

 

School Goals 

 

The school goals include:  publishing the High School curriculum on the district website and 

assess the curriculum in light of the implementation of the Common Core Standards; Integrating 

new technologies into classroom instruction and explore additional opportunities for support of 

innovations for student learning;  and Preparing staff for changes to standardized testing 

structures in Keystone and Advanced Placement exams in order to achieve optimal effectiveness 

in helping students with the transition.   

 

Dr. Yannacone discussed some of the initiatives being implemented and explored.  She stated 

that the school has moved to an online system called Moodle which allows teachers and students 

to interact between classes and has many interesting applications.  Additionally representatives 
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of schools that compose the Central League Consortium will be exploring the concept of 

“Blended Learning,” which “flips” lectures and homework.  Students listen to lectures online at 

home and do their homework in school.  She said that this is being reviewed and parents will be 

updated as more information about this concept becomes more available. 

 

Additional Reminders 

 

Dr. Yannacone asked that parents remind students about the importance of independence, 

encouraging high school students to learn how to manage their lives (doing their own laundry, 

making lunches, organizing their learning space, etc) which, she suggested, is key to being well 

prepared for college. 

 

She also explained that she has a Twitter account she uses to send out daily, several 

announcements, since this seems to be the best way to reach the largest number of students.   

 

Additionally, she encouraged parents to feel free to contact her; she has a policy of a 48 hour 

“turn around time” for e-mail responses. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:   

 

Mike Kohute and Laurie MacLeod were introduced as the new co-treasurers and reviewed the 

preliminary budget for the year.  Mike Kohute will be responsible for cash deposits, while Laurie 

MacLeod will be responsible for checks. 

 

Preliminary Budget 

 

Copies of the budget were distributed and it was explained that there seems to be approximately, 

$7600, in the account from last year.  It was suggested that $2500 should be kept as reserve in 

the bank, which means there is $5173 for expenditures before funds for 2012-13 are received.  It 

was acknowledged that it is important to spend, not accumulate the funds.   Funds for 2012-13 

from the directory sales and advertisement contributions will be similar to the previous year with 

an anticipated total of about $11,000 received for this year. 

 

It was recommended that there be a discussion among HSA members for the best use of the 

funds.  Dr. Yannacone will be to obtain information about the annual faculty / staff Wish List as 

soon as it is possible. 

 

A question was raised about the value of the annual HSA senior awards and several points were 

made about the importance of the funds: 

 Suzanne Barton explained that Dr. Yannacone has been supportive of the awards over the 

years and feels that it is an important way to acknowledge a wide range of contributions, 

and that, students have appreciated receiving them.  In addition to the cash amount, 

award recipients also receive a letter explaining the purpose and meaning of the award. 

 Small amount for each award:  For the 2012 class, there were 35 awards at $65 each, 

which was a larger sum per award than it has been in other years.  One recommendation 
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was to have fewer awards and larger sums.  It was agreed that this will need to be 

addressed after discussions with Dr. Yannacone. 

 Not all the checks seemed to be cashed: if gift cards were purchased and distributed, 

students would be more likely to use them since checks don’t hold the same kind of 

meaning for them. 

 

In reviewing the budget, it was recognized that the Grounds and Greens committee needs at least 

$500 for plantings and materials.  It was requested that the committee put together a budget for 

grounds needs and additional benches in order for an appropriate amount to be allocated.  It was 

agreed among the meeting attendees that additional funds be expended for grounds. 

 

Class and Committee Reports 

ABC (A Better Chance):  Mary Murray 

There are two new boys and girls in ABC this year.  Host families are needed for dinners and 

driving, especially with being picked up from events and activities. 

 

Interested volunteers should check out the website, www.abcstrathhaven.org or email 

strathhavenabc@gmail.com.  

 

Art: – Jean Brody 

There is an advanced graphic design class being offered as well as computer and art classes 

(need to get the exact info from her ~ awaiting e-mail). 

 

Band and Choral: -  Linnette Riley 

 

Marching Band 

- The Marching Band is off to an excellent start this year. 

- The Marching Band had a successful leadership/ drum line camp and full band camp during the 

last 2 weeks in August.  

- The band had their premiere performance of the school year after just 3 days of camp as they 

performed for the opening convocation for the WSSD teachers, staff and administrators. 

- The band has performed their field show at the first 2 away games this year and will be 

performing Friday night at halftime of our first home game. 

- Next Friday night 9/21/12 the band members of the SHMS will join the SHHS band for the 

annual “Band Night” performance. The combined bands will perform during the pre-game of the 

Ridley game. 

 

- Orchestra 

- The Orchestra is also off to an excellent start this year. We have a record number of string 

players participating in the Symphony Orchestra and String Orchestra this year. 

- Rehearsals for the Orchestra for the winter concert started this past Monday. 

- Both Orchestra and Band students are working on their PMEA District Orchestra and Band 

audition music at this time 

- Seating auditions for all orchestra members will take place on 9/24, 9/25 and 9/27. 

- The orchestra winter concert will take place on the evening of Tuesday December 18
th

. 
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Strath Haven High School is hosting this year’s Pennsylvania Music Educators Association District 

12 Orchestra Fesitval. The dates of the festival are January 10-12.  We are responsible for housing 

approximately 110 students from Chester, Delaware and Philadelphia counties for the nights of 

Thursday January 10
TH

 and Friday January 11
TH

. The concert will take place the afternoon of 

January 12 at 2:00 pm in the George Slick Auditorium. The guest conductor for the festival is Dr. 

Tim Dixon from Messiah College. If you are interested in hosting students for the festival, please 

contact our housing coordinator Mr. Scott Kiehner at skiehner@wssd.org. 

 

Directory Ads, Production & Sales:  Jackie O’Connell and Gina Gibbs 

The directories are printed and will be ready to be sold at SHHS on “Back to School” night.  The 

cost is $10.  Members of the Black and Silver Club will be asked to assist with sales. 

 

Grounds and Greens:  Judy Sokol and Stacy Clements 

Landscaping possibilities are being explored in order to establish a planting plan.  Scott Arboretum 

will make its annual greens donation.  The need and logistics of getting water to the plants is to be 

addressed. 

 

Hospitality:  Anne Campanella and Lori Markusfeld 

Information about the teachers’ luncheon will be forthcoming throughout the year. 

 

Class of 2013: Bernadette Redican 

Information about fundraising for senior events such as the prom and the after prom will be 

provided. 

 

Class of 2014: Kelly Caulfield, Chris Miller 

Mums are being sold to raise funds for the junior prom 

 

Class of 2015:  Nicola Jefferson 

There will be a car wash and poinsettia sale for fund raising possibilities. 

 

Class of 2016: Beth Rowan, Gina Gibbs, Maryanne Liga 

Fundraising efforts to be determined and announced in October. 

 

Old Business/New Business  

 

SHHS Home & School By-Laws and upcoming meeting with WSSD Foundation Reps Annual 

budget to be presented at October 2011 HSA meeting 

 

NEXT HSA MEETING THURSDAY, October 11 at 7:00 PM. 

 

Meeting theme: Navigating the High School Years: Life Outside the Classroom – What are the 

causes of anxiety and stress for our students? Dr. Yannacone will share data with us relating to 

the Survey of School Climate, 12
th

 Grade Exit Survey (filled out anonymously), and Student 

Assistance program usage. Parents and guardians, join us. As the saying goes, “it takes a 

village.” There are no easy answers to any of the issues but discussion between the home and our 

school is a good starting point. 
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